CCES 2010 Common Content Planning Document

Design

Projected Sample Size:  40,000. 

Instrument Length:

Profile.  Geography, demographics, party identifications and ideology.

Pre-Election (October):  20 minutes (10 common, 10 team)

Post-Election (November): 10 minutes (5 common, 5 team).  Expected attrition pre to post is 15%.

The accounting for each question runs as follows.  Approximately 10 seconds for a brief preamble and 1 second for each (simple) option.  That translates into about 4 questions per minute.  The Common Content, then, is approximately 50 questions.  The Common Content is intended to remain approximately the same for 2010, 2011, and 2012 so that we may piggyback a panel survey on the 2010.

Instrumentation

Profile Items – 2009

Gender

Religion (3 item question used by Pew/J. Green)

Race 

Age

Education

Income

Stock Ownership

Own Home

Party ID

Ideology

Interest in Politics

(Voter Registration – in common)

Immigration Status

Military Status

Union Member/HH

Employment Status

Marital Status

Children

Phone Service

Internet Service

Have Health Insurance

PRE ELECTION

cc10_301

Media Use

In the past 24 hours have you …

(check all that apply)

#random order

[ ]
Read a blog

[ ]
Watched TV news [Pop Up:  Local Newscast, National Newscast, Both]

[ ] 
Read a newspaper in print or online [PopUp:  Print, Online, Both]

[ ] 
Listened to a radio news program or talk radio 

#end

[ ] 
None of these

cc10_302
National Economy

Would you say that OVER THE PAST YEAR the nation's economy has ...?

 <1> Gotten much better

 <2> Gotten better

 <3> Stayed about the same

 <4> Gotten worse

 <5> Gotten much worse

 <6> Not sure

cc10_303


The unemployment rate is the percent of people actively searching work but not presently employed.  Since World War II it has ranged from a low of 2 percent to a high of 12 percent.

What is your best guess about the unemployment rate in the United States today?  Even if you are uncertain, please provide us with your best estimate of the percent of people seeking work but currently without a job in the United States.

____% [have a flag that only allows a # between 0 and 100]

cc10_305

Iraq Mistake

All things considered do you think it was a mistake to invade Iraq?

<1>  Yes

<2>  No

<3>  Not Sure

cc10_306

Afghanistan Mistake

All things considered do you think it was a mistake to invade Afghanistan?

<1>  Yes

<2>  No

<3>  Not Sure

CC10_307
Afghanistan - Scale

Do you think the United States should send more troops to Afghanistan
to fight the Taliban and al Qaeda?

Increase troops in Afghanistan
Decrease troops in Afghanistan
Keep the current deployment about the same

[New Page]

We’d now like to ask you some questions about the people who represent you in Washington DC and in your state.

cc10_308
Institution Approval

Do you approve of the way each is doing their job...




Strongly
Somewhat
Somewhat
Strongly
Not




Approve
Approve
Disapprove
Disapprove
Sure

President Obama

o

o

o

o
o

The U. S. Congress

o

o

o

o
o

The U. S. Supreme Court
o

o

o

o
o

The Governor of <State>
o

o

o

o
o

<state>’s state legislature
o

o

o

o
o

cc10_309   Party of Government Knowledge

Which party has a majority of seats in …






     Republicans   Democrats
Neither      Not Sure

cc309a U. S. House of Representatives
  o
        
o
   o

o

cc309b U. S. Senate



  o

o
   o   

o

cc309c  [state name]’s state senate
  
  o
        
o
   o

o

cc309d [state name]’s [lower chamber name]  o
        
o
   o

o

cc10_310a-d
Party Recall + Name Recognition

Please indicate whether you’ve heard of this person and if so which party he or she is affiliated with...





Never Heard



     Other Party/    Not 
   



of  Person
Republican   Democrat    Independent   Sure
   

cc310a Governor <name>
     o

  o

o
     o

    o

cc310b Senator <SEN1name>     o

  o

o
     o

    o

cc310c Senator <SEN2name>     o

  o

o
     o

    o

cc310d Representative <name>   o

  o

o
     o

    o

[At this point do not allow people to go back.]

CC10_315
Approve of Job 

[Randomize order of names]

Please indicate whether you approve or disapprove of the job that each of the following are doing.









Strongly



     Strongly
Never 

Approve   Approve
Disapprove  
Disapprove
Heard 

Representative [House Name] 

Senator [Name 1]

Senator [Name 2]

CC10_316
Vote 2008

Did you vote in 2008 General Election?

No

I usually vote, but did not in 2008

I am not sure

Yes. I definitely voted.

CC09_317
Vote President 2008

For whom did you vote for President? 

Barack Obama



John McCain 


Someone Else

Did Not Vote

Don’t Recall.

 [New Page]

CC10_320
Gun Control

In general, do you feel that the laws covering the sale of firearms should be made more strict, less strict, or kept as they are?

More Strict

Less Strict

Kept As They Are

CC10_321

Climate

From what you know about global climate change or global warming,

which one of the following statements comes closest to your opinion?

<   >   Global climate change has been established as a serious problem, and immediate action is necessary.

<    >   There is enough evidence that climate change is taking place and some action should be taken.

<    >   We don't know enough about global climate change, and more research is necessary before we take any actions.

<     >  Concern about global climate change is exaggerated.  No action is necessary.  

<     >  Global climate change is not occurring; this is not a real issue.

CC10_322

Immigration

What do you think Congress and the President government should do about immigration? Select all that apply.

<   > Fine US businesses that hire illegal immigrants.

<   > Grant legal status to all illegal immigrants who have held jobs and paid 


taxes for at least 3 years, and not been convicted of any felony crimes.

<    > Increase the number of guest workers allowed to come legally to the U. S.

<    > Increase the number of border patrol on the US-Mexican border.

<    > Allow police to question anyone they think may be in the country illegally.

<    > None of these 

CC10_324
 
Abortion

Which one of the opinions on this page best agrees with your view on abortion?  

 <1> By law, abortion should never be permitted

 <2> The law should permit abortion only in case of rape, incest or when the woman's life is in danger

 <3> The law should permit abortion for reasons other than rape, incest, or danger to the woman's life, but only after the need for the abortion has been clearly established

 <4> By law, a woman should always be able to obtain an abortion as a matter of personal choice

CC10_325

Jobs-Environment

Some people think it is important to protect the environment even if it costs some jobs or otherwise reduces our standard of living. Other people think that protecting the environment is not as important as maintaining jobs and our standard of living.  Which is closer to the way you feel, or haven't you thought much about this?

 <1> Much more important to protect environment even if lose jobs and lower standard of living

 <2> Environment somewhat more important

 <3> About the same

 <4> Economy somewhat more important

 <5> Much more important to protect jobs, even if environment worse

CC10_326

Gay Marriage

Do you support a Constitutional Amendment banning Gay Marriage?

<1> Yes

<2> No

CC10_327

Affirmative Action

Affirmative action programs give preference to racial minorities in employment and college admissions in order to correct for discrimination.  Do you support or oppose affirmative action?

< 1> Strongly support

< 2> Somewhat support

< 3> Somewhat oppose

< 4> Strongly oppose

The federal budget deficit is approximately $600 billion this year. If the Congress were to balance the budget it would have to consider cutting defense spending, cutting domestic spending (such as Medicare and Social Security), or raising taxes to cover the deficit. 

CC10_328

Balanced Budget Pref 1

What would you most prefer that Congress do - cut domestic spending, cut military spending, or raise taxes? 

 <1> Cut Defense Spending

 <2> Cut Domestic Spending

 <3> Raise Taxes

CC10_329

What do you least want Congress to do? 

 <1 [if cc310!=1]> Cut Defense Spending

 <2 [if cc310!=2]> Cut Domestic Spending

 <3 [if cc310!=3]> Raise Taxes

CC10_332   Roll Call Votes

Congress considered many important bills over the past two years.  For each of the following tell us whether you support or oppose the legislation in principle.

332A    American Recovery and Reinvestment Act


Yes 
No

Authorizes $787 billion in federal spending to

stimulate economic growth in the US.

332B     State Children’s Health Insurance Program


Yes 
No

Program insures children in low income households.

Act would renew the program through 2014 and 

include 4 million additional children.  

332C   American Clean Energy and Security Act 


Yes 
No

Imposes a cap on carbon emissions and allow companies 

to trade allowances for carbon emissions.  

Funds research on renewable energy.

322D       Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

Yes 
No

Requires all Americans to have health insurance.  

Allows people to keep current provider.

Sets up health insurance exchange for those without coverage.   

Increases taxes on investment income for families making more than $250,000

332E    Appoint Elena Kagan to the US Supreme Court

Yes 
No

332F
 Restoring American Financial Stability Act


Yes
No

Protects consumers against abusive lending

Creates a Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection

Regulates high risk investments known as derivatives. 

Allow government to shut down failing financial institutions.

332G
End Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell




Yes
No

Would allow gays to serve openly in the armed services.

332H
Federal Intelligence and Security Act



Yes
No

Allow U.S. spy agencies to eavesdrop on overseas



terrorist suspects without first getting a court order

332I
Stem Cell Research Enhancement Act


Yes
No

Allow federal funding of embryonic stem cell research

CC10_334  Ideology

 
How would you rate each of the following individuals and groups?





#random reverse order for each individual



  Very

somewhat
         Somewhat

   Very

#random  
 Liberal   Liberal   Liberal     Mid of Road     Cons.     Cons.        Cons.    {Not Sure}

Yourself

Governor of State

Barack Obama

Democratic Party

Republican Party

Senator 1 (if not up)

Senator 2 (if not up)

U. S. Senate Candidate 1

U. S. Senate Candidate 2

U. S. House Candidate 1

U. S. House Candidate 2

U. S. House Member (if retiring)

Tea Party Movement

[Randomize Order of 335a, b, c]

CC10_335a
Trait – H Dem Cand

Please rate the following characteristics for the Democratic candidate [candidate name] for the U.S. House in your district:  



Extremely
 Somewhat       Somewhat          Extremely
 Not

Strong
Strong
 Strong   Fair  Weak      Weak    Weak
 
 Sure

Competence 
  0       0      0       0     0         0      0       
  0

Personal Integrity   0  0      0       0     0         0      0       
  0

CC10_335b
Trait – H Rep Cand

Please rate the following characteristics for the Republican candidate [candidate name] for the U.S. House in your district:  



Extremely
 Somewhat       Somewhat          Extremely
 Not

Strong
Strong
 Strong   Fair  Weak      Weak    Weak
 
 Sure

Competence 
  0       0      0       0     0         0      0       
  0

Personal Integrity   0  0      0       0     0         0      0       
  0

CC10_335c
Trait – US H Retiring

[If House Incumbent Retiring (not Running):

Please rate the following characteristics of U.S. House Representative [name]:  



Extr.

 Somewhat       Somewhat          Extremely
 Not

Strong
Strong
 Strong   Fair  Weak      Weak    Weak
 
 Sure

Competence 
  0       0      0       0     0         0      0       
  0

Personal Integrity   0  0      0       0     0         0      0       
  0

CC10_350
 
Party Registration

[If party registration state and registered to vote] 

With which party, if any, are you registered?

<1>  
No Party, Independent, Declined to State  [Format depends on registration form.]

<2>
Democratic Party

<3>
Republican Party

<4> 
Other:________

CC10_351 

Residence

How long have you lived at your present address?

<1> 
Less than 1 month

<2>
2 to 6 months

<3>
7 to 11 months

<4>
1 to 2 years

<5> 
3 to 4 years

<6> 
5 or more years.

CC10_352

Primary Vote
[If STATE != WA, LA]
Did you vote in you state’s primary election to nominate candidates for Congress or state office between January and September of this year?
<0> I did not vote in the Primary Elections this year (2010).
<1> Yes, I voted in the Democratic Party primary.
<2> Yes, I vote in the Republican Party elections.
<3> Yes, I voted in another party’s primary 

<4> Do Not Recall
[If STATE = WA, LA]
<0> I did not vote in the Primary Elections this year (2010).
<1> Yes, I voted in the primary election.
<2> Do Not Recall.
CC10_353a

Democratic Primary
[If 352==1&STATE!=WA,LA] For whom did you vote for US House?
Randomize options, Democratic candidates only.
CC10_353b

Republican Primary
[If 339==2&STATE!=WA,LA] For whom did you vote for US House?
Randomize options, Republican candidates only.
CC10_353c

Open Primary
[If STATE == WA, LA and 339==1] For whom did you vote for US House?
Randomize options, all primary candidates.
CC10_354

Does R Intend to Vote in 2010

Do you intend to vote in the 2010 general election on November 2?

<1>
Yes, definitely

<2>  
Probably

<3>
No

<4>
Undecided

CC10_355

Senator Vote

In the race for U. S. Senator in your state, who do you prefer?

Randomize

<1>
Senate Candidate 1

<2>  
Senate Candidate 2

<3> 
Senate Candidate 3

<7>
Other

<8>
I’m not sure

<9>   
No one

CC10_355a  [If S3WayFlag == 1] Who is your second choice?

[Remove first choice from CC10_355]

<1>
Senate Candidate a

<2>  
Senate Candidate b

<7>
Other

<8>
I’m not sure

<9>   
No one

CC10_356

Governor Vote

In the race for Governor in your state, who do you prefer?

Randomize

<1>
Governor Candidate 1

<2>  
Governor Candidate 2

<3>
Governor Candidate 3

<7>
Other

<8>
I’m not sure

<9>   
No one

CC10_356a  [If G3WayFlag == 1] Who is your second choice?

[Remove choice from CC10_356]

<1>
Governor Candidate a

<2>   
Governor Candidate b

<7>
Other

<8>
I’m not sure

<9>   
No one

TEAM CONTENT HERE

CC10_390

House Vote

In the general election for U. S. House of Representative in your area, who do you prefer?

Randomize

<1>
House Candidate 1

<2>  
House Candidate 2

<3>     House Candidate 3

<7>
Other

<8>
I’m not sure

<9>   
No one

CC10_390a  [If H3WayFlag == 1] Who is your second choice?

[Remove choice from CC10_390]

<1>
House Candidate 1

<2>  
House Candidate 2

<3>     House Candidate 3

<7>
Other

<8>
I’m not sure

<9>   
No one

POST ELECTION

cc401   
Vote

Which of the following statements best describes you?

 <1> I did not vote in the election this November

 <2> I thought about voting this time - but didn't

 <3> I usually vote, but didn't this time 

 <4> I attempted to vote but did not or could not.

 <5> I definitely voted in the General Election on November 2.

cc402
 [if cc401!=5]
Reason for Not Voting

What was the main reason you did not vote? [check one]

#rotate#

<1>
I forgot

<2> 
I’m not interested

<3>
Too Busy

<4>
Did Not Like the Candidates

<5>
I am not registered

<6>
I did not have the correct form of identification

<7>
Out of Town

<8>
Sick or disabled

<9>
Transportation

<10>
Bad Weather

<11>
The Line at the Polls was Too Long

<12>
 I was not allowed to vote at the Polls, even though I tried

<13>    I requested but did not receive an absentee ballot.

<14>    I did not know where to vote

<15>
I did not feel that I knew enough about the choices

<16> 
Other

<55>
Don’t Know

cc402 [if cc401!=5]  Second Reason for Not Voting

Was there any other reason you did not vote? [check one]

#rotate#

<1>
I forgot

<2> 
I’m not interested

<3>
Too Busy

<4>
Did Not Like the Candidates

<5>
I am not registered

<6>
I did not have the correct form of identification

<7>
Out of Town

<8>
Sick or disabled

<9>
Transportation

<10>
Bad Weather

<11>
The Line at the Polls was Too Long

<12>
 I tried to vote on Election Day but was not allowed to vote at the Polls

<13>    I tried to get an absentee ballot, but was not permitted to vote.

<14>    I did not know where to vote

<15>
I did not feel that I knew enough about the choices

<16> 
Other

<55>
Don’t Know

cc403
 Mode of Voting

[if cc401==4|cc401==5]  Did you vote in person on Election Day at a precinct, in person before Election Day, or by mail (that is, absentee or vote by mail)?

 <1> In person on election day (at polling booth or precinct)

 <2> In person before election day (early)

 <3> Voted by mail (or absentee)

 <4> Don't Know

CC404    Election Day Registration

[if cc401==4|cc401==5]  & [if EDR state:   state==ID, IA, ME, MN, MT, NC, NH, WI, WY (Check with Caroline Tolbert)]


Did you register to vote at the polls or city office on Election Day this year?

Yes

No

CC405  
Registration Problem

[if cc401==4|cc401==5]  Was there a problem with your voter registration or voter identification when you tried to vote?

 <1> No

 <2> Yes 

cc405a 
Registration Problem-what

If cc405==2

What was the problem?  Check all that apply

<1>  ID

<2> Registration

<3> Wrong Place

cc405b [if cc405== 2] Were you allowed to vote? 

<1> No, I was not allowed to vote

<2> I was allowed to voting using a provisional ballot

<3> I voted

cc10_410  
Senate Vote

[if SENELECT == "Yes" and cc10_401==5] For whom did you vote for U.S. Senator? 

## randomize

 <1/Democrat if SENCAND1PID == 1> @SENCAND1

 <1/Democrat if SENCAND2PID == 1> @SENCAND2

 <2/Republican if SENCAND1PID == 2> @SENCAND1

 <2/Republican if SENCAND2PID == 2> @SENCAND2

[other party candidates] 

 <3/> I did not vote in this race

 <4/> I did not vote

 <5/> Not Sure

cc10_411
Governor Vote

[if GOVELECT == "Yes" and cc10_401==5] For whom did you vote for Governor? 

## randomize

 <1/Democrat if GOVCAND1PID == 1> @GOVCAND1

 <1/Democrat if GOVCAND2PID == 1> @GOVCAND2

 <2/Republican if GOVCAND1PID == 2> @GOVCAND1

 <2/Republican if GOVCAND2PID == 2> @GOVCAND2

[other party candidates] 

 <3/> I did not vote in this race

 <4/> I did not vote

 <5/> Not Sure

cc10_412
House Vote

For whom did you vote for U.S. House of Representatives? 

## randomize

 <1/Democrat if REPCAND1PID == 1> @REPCAND1

 <1/Democrat if REPCAND2PID == 1 and REPUNOPP != "Yes"> @REPCAND2

 <2/Republican if REPCAND1PID == 2> @REPCAND1

 <2/Republican if REPCAND2PID == 2 and REPUNOPP != "Yes"> @REPCAND2

## end

## randomize

  [other party candidates]

 <3/> I did not vote in this race

 <4/> I did not vote

 <5/> Not Sure

[If REP retiring]

cc412a  
Hypothetical 1

If @REPNAME were running for reelection against @RCand1, who would you likely vote for?

#rotate

<1>  @REPNAME, a @REPPARTY

<2>  @RCand1, a @R1PARTY

#end

<3>  Not Sure

<4>  Someone Else

<5>  Not Vote

[If REP retiring]

cc412b

Hypothetical 2

If @REPNAME were running for reelection against @RCand2, who would you likely vote for?

#rotate

<1>  @REPNAME, a @REPPARTY

<2>  R2, a R2PARTY

#end

<3>  Not Sure

<4>  Someone Else

<5>  Not Vote

cc10_413

State Elections Vote

For whom did you vote for in the following state elections ....










Other
Did not vote








D
R
Party
in this race

cc413a
 Attorney General



o
o
o

o

cc413b
 Secretary of State



o
o
o

o

cc413c  <State name> State Senate


o
o
o

o

cc413d <State name> <lower chamber name>
o
o
o 

o

# We’d now like to ask you about some issues facing the country.

cc10_414

Military Troops

Would you approve of the use of U.S. military troops in order to… ? 

Please check all that apply:

##randomize rrc2

 <1> To ensure the supply of oil

 <2> To destroy a terrorist camp

 <3> To intervene in a region where there is genocide or a civil war

 <4> To assist the spread of democracy

 <5> To protect American allies under attack by foreign nations

 <6> To help the United Nations uphold international law

##end

 <7 xor> None of the above

CC10_415  
Taxes v. Spending

If your state were to have a budget deficit this year it would have to raise taxes on income and sales or cut spending, such as on education, health care, welfare, and road construction. What would you prefer more raising taxes or cutting spending? Choose a point along the scale from 100% tax increases (and no spending cuts) to 100% spending cuts (and no tax increases). The point in the middle means that the budget should be balanced with equal amounts of spending cuts and tax increases.  If you are not sure, or don't know, please check here: [dk]

 All from tax increases ____ All from spending cuts 

CC10_416

Income versus Sales

If the state had to raise taxes, what share of the tax increase should come from increased income taxes and what share from increased sales taxes? Choose a point along the scale from 100% from sales (and none from income) to 100% from income (and none from sales). The point in the middle means that any increase in taxes should come equally from sales and income taxes.  If you are not sure, or don't know, please check here: [dk]

All from sales taxes __ All from income taxes

CC10_417   

During the past year did you...

(check all that apply)

[1]  Attend local political meetings (such as school board or city council)

[2]  Put up a political sign (such as a lawn sign or bumper sticker)

[3]  Work for a candidate or campaign

[4]  Donate money to a candidate, campaign, or political organization

[5]  Donate blood

CC10_417a [if cc417==4]  Please indicate which of these you gave to.  Select all that apply.

[ ]  Candidate for US Senate in my state

[ ]  Candidate for US Senate in another state

[ ]  Candidate for US House 

[ ]  Candidate for US House in another state

[ ]  Candidate for state office

[ ]  Political party committee (such as the DNC or RNC)

[ ]  Political action committee at work (such as corporate or union PAC)

[ ]  Political group (not at your work)

[ ] Other

CC10_417b [if cc417a== 4] Approximately how much did you contribute to all candidates and committees over the last year? 

Approximate Amount:  $_________

CC10_425

Did a candidate or political campaign organization contact you during the 2010 election?

Yes

No

CC10_425

[If yes, POPUP]  Check all that apply.  

In Person

Phone call

Email or text message

Letter or post card

CC10_418     Ever a Candidate

Have you ever run for elective office at any level of government (local, state, or federal)?

<1> Yes

<2> No

CC10_418a

Which Office

[If CC10_418==1]   Which of the following offices have you run for?  [select all that apply]

<1>  School Board

<2>  Other local board or commission (e.g., zoning commission)

<3>  City Council

<4>  Mayor

<5>  City or District Attorney

<6>  Countywide office (e.g., supervisor)

<7>  State legislature

<8>  Statewide office

<9>  Federal legislature (U. S. House or Senate)

<10> Judge

<11>  Other:  [t]________________

CC421

Party ID – 3 Point

Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a …?

<1>   Democrat

<2>   Republican

< 3>  Independent

Other (please specify):

CC421a
 PID Strength

[If CC421 == 1| CC421 == 2]   Would you call yourself a strong [party name] or not so strong [party name]?

<1 if  cc307a == 1> Strong Democrat

 <2 if cc307a == 1> Not so strong Democrat

 <7 if cc307a == 2> Strong Republican

 <6 if cc307a == 2> Not so strong Republican

CC421b
 PID Lean

[If cc421 != 1 and cc421!= 2] Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic or the Republican Party?

 <3/"Lean Democrat"> The Democratic Party

 <5/"Lean Republican"> The Republican Party

 <4/"Independent"> Neither

 <8> Not sure

CC422            Racial Resentment

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements?


The Irish, Italians, Jews and many other minorities overcame prejudice and worked their way up. Blacks should do the same without any special favors 

(strongly agree/somewhat agree/somewhat disagree/strongly disagree).


Generations of slavery and discrimination have created conditions that make it difficult for Blacks to work their way out of the lower class. (strongly agree/somewhat agree/somewhat disagree/strongly disagree).

CC423

House Candidate Race

What is the race or ethnicity of the following candidates or politicians?












Not






        White  Black  Hispanic
Asian
Other*  Sure

cc423a
 @REPCAND1


o
o
 o
    o
       o
  o

cc423b
 @REPCAND2


o
o
 o             o
       o
  o


cc423c  [if REP retiring] @REP

o
o
 o
    o             o
  o

· if OTHER, pop-up with open text box

CC424  Tea Party  Favorability/Supporter

What is your view of the Tea Party movement--would you say it is very positive, somewhat positive, neutral, somewhat negative, or very negative, or don't you know enough about the Tea Party movement to say?

<1> Very Positive
<2> Somewhat Positive
<3> Neutral
<4> Somewhat negative
<5> Very Negative
<7> Don’t know enough to say
<8> No opinion



