
ELECTING JUDGES: 
THE SURPRISING EFFECTS OF CAMPAIGNING 

ON JUDICIAL LEGITIMACY

Speaker: Dr. James Gibson, 
Washington University

Where: Law School Courtroom 
When: Tuesday, October 2, from 4:00– 5:15 pm

Do campaign activities in judicial elections – policy promises, the 
use of attack ads, and the possible conflicts created by campaign 
contributions – undermine perceptions of judicial legitimacy among 
the public? Dr. Gibson will speak about the results of his empirical 
research on the impact of campaign activity on the popular legitimacy 
of the Kentucky Supreme Court.

James Gibson is the Sidney W. Souers Professor 
of Government Department of Political Science at 
Washington University in St. Louis. He also does 
research on support for the courts and political tolerance 
in the U.S., South Africa, Europe, Cambodia, and Russia.  

Go to the QIPSR website for 
information & registration: 
http://qipsr.as.uky.edu/ 

Sponsored by the Quantitative Institute for Social and Policy Research 
(QIPSR), the UK College of Law, and the College of Arts and Sciences.  


